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Technology is sometimes thought to be media or interface through which we perceive,
recognise and interpret the world, as well as act on it. In this sense technology
constitutes part of our cognitive and behavioural ability. If so, changes in technology
lead to changes in our recognition of the world, and in our way to act on it. In general,

technology enable us to better know of the world and to make better use of it.
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Our environment includes other people who live with us. If you think of technology as
media between us and other people, its importance will be more salient.

Take, for example, relationship between parents and fetus. Modern IT can have a
significant effect on the parent-fetus relationships. The picture on the left is an image
of a fetus in utero. The graph on the right is information about fetus’ chromosomes.
They have totally different effect on the relationship between the parents and the

fetus. Technology can be used both get people closer and remoter.



X774 K 4

ARYk-To/80—0ESHL, TO/R0—DNENBERUEEFTLHLEE, TAf-bl
RIEHA-thELOBRIIBNGELLEZZRTETLES. GEGLINETOTY /0
U—TIE, BB HADPTRIYKATET H=0IZ, FAF=BIFHERIZDONTLY

HMTEREFICANSCENBELS=DICXMLT, ARYh-TH/00—DFERE
[CEOTRBIEFLEPRBEHRICOVTHAZELLICIRBEEHAZIAIT HIEN
TERRITLGEDMOTY . LMLEDE, FhbEM-bDESHIREEHFLEDED
DGR (FRYGKIEN > TLESFIREEL HYET

With the advance of robotic technology and with increased autonomy of machines, the
relation between us and the environment will change dramatically. It is because while
we have so far needed more information about the world in order to behave better,
advanced robotic technology will enable us to make use of the environment without
knowing it well. However, it might make the psychological distance between us and the
environment infinitely great.
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Its ethical implication is important, because psychological researches have shown that
psychological distance between the agent and the patients has a significant effect on
the agents’ moral judgment. Greater distance makes us less generous, while it weakens

the influence of emotion and promotes our rational reasoning.

An American writer Richard Powers says that pleasure and empathy is a first step
toward responsibility. If psychological distance from the environment, especially from
the other people, ruins our ability for empathy, | am afraid that it may become harder

for us to be responsible.
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Fritz Lang’s 1927 film, Metropolis, depicts a bipolarised society between people who
enjoy the fruit of technology and people who are forced to work as part of machines.
In the film, an android is used to fuel the anger of the labourers and to cause a riot.
Meanwhile, a guy from the upper class who saw the poor people and was impressed
struggles to save the labourers. The message ‘mediator between a brain and hands
must be a heart’ is repeated in the film. | wish the technology mediating us and the

world or the other people would be hearty one.



