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Colloquium in Grad. School of Math., Nagoya Univ.

M TITLE N
On Explanatory Modelsin Linguistics

B SPEAKER M
Naoki Fukui

(Department of Linguistics, Sophia University)

M ABSTRACTH

In this talk, I will try to give a non-technical introduction to the theory of generative gram-
mar. The goals of modern generative grammar, ever since its inception in the 1950s, have
always been to provide an “explanatory” theory of human language, i.e., an explicit the-
ory that explains why such and such properties (but not others) are exhibited by human
language. This salient orientation of generative grammar has an important effect of link-
ing the study of human language to various other fields. I will focus on the intellectual
background of modern generative grammar, and will go through its development to the
present, with a special emphasis on the fundamental driving forces that have prompted the
particular paths it has taken. | will also make a few remarks on possible future research
agenda.

B DATE/TIME M
July 15, 2005 (Fri) 16:15-17:45
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509 in Bldg. Sci. 1, Grad. Sch. of Math.

Joint colloquium with Graduate School of I nformation Science
and Graduate School of L etters

We invite you to enjoy refreshments with us at the lounge on the 5th floor
after the colloquium.




